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been before. Thus it remained for some time, till JSfala Bornnia-
nayadu and Timma-nayadu being on 3, hunting excursion from Pen-
naconda, hearing there was a multitude of beasts in the forest came
thither. They saw an old hare chase a fierce tiger and seize it by
the throat, at which they were surprised; they considered this to be
an auspicious place, and having caused it to be colonized, they cut
. down the forest Aru-cadu, and built there a stone fort, with treasure
discovered by Anjanam, (a kind of magic,) and ruling there, the
power descended to several generations. At length Zulfeccar Khan,
Aurungzebe's General, with a Mahomedan force came to the country,
and after fighting with the Eajah of Gingee for nine years, he took
the hill fort of Gingee, A. D. 1698, and placed Daood Khan, his
lieutenant, in the country as his Soubedar. Gingee and other pkces
were included in the district of Arcot, and the Soubah of Arcot
thenceforward became famous. Daood Khan after setting all things
in order, went to the north to join Aurungzebe, [not later than A. D.
1700.] Zulfeccar Khan colonized the country wth Mahornedans
and greatly improved it. He was superior to the former Carnatica
Rajah, and he made many benefactions to Hindoo fanes. From the
constant increase of inhabitants the town of Arcot became very large.
During this Mahomedan rule, the Hindoos were not allowed to build
large houses, or to travel in any conveyance.
The Mahomedan Governors of the Carnatic seem, however, to have
resided generally at Gingee till about 1712, when Saadut Oolla Khan,
generally known as the first person who assumed the title of " Nawab
of the Carnatic," removed the seat of his government to Arcot. And
here his descendants held their Court; until during the wars at the
end of the 18th century, Mahomed Ali preferred remaining at Ma-
dras. The Arcot here spoken of is now called " Old Arcot" by Euro-
peans, to distinguish it from Arcot cantonment; which though tak-
ing its name from the city, is on the opposite aide of the Pal&r, viz.,
on the north side. Among the Natives, how.ever, the name Arcot is
still wholly confined to the ancient eity; they never apply the term,
to the cantonment, which they call Ilanipett only.
Arcot occupies a distinguished place in British Indian history, on
account of the gallantry and skill which attended its defence by Lord,
then Captain, Olive in 1751, The object of dive's attack upon the
fortified capital of the Oarnatic, was to divert the attention of Chun-
da j3ahib and his Trench auxiliaries from, the siege of Trichinopoly.
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